promotion and tenure systems of universities across the world. Furthermore, Chia-Ling, Wen-Hua, Shang-jen, and Sean Hsiang-lin Lei have been unwaveringly supportive in offering recommendations about books and reviewers as well as suggestions about book review policies and decisions. I also frequently received e-mails with advice and encouragement from members of editorial and advisory boards. I especially enjoyed my conversations with these members during the two editorial meetings that took place in Singapore in 2013 and 2016. The journal has relied on the existing network of East Asia -friendly scholars and hopefully has further created a valuable "cloud" (or H. G. Wells's "World Brain"), which consists of stimulating scholarly work ready for retrieval from this community. I am sure that during the next term the new book review board will continue to work on realizing these ideas.
In 2016 five new editors joined us and formed a ten-member board: Jia-shin Chen (陳嘉新), Yu-Ling Huang (黃于玲), Hyomin Kim, Eva Sternfeld, and Jianfeng Zhu (朱剑峰). I have enjoyed working with them and have learned a lot about new books and reviewers from them during the first half of 2016. Following the previous members of the book review board, the 2016 -18 editors will continue offering perspectives from diverse East Asian countries and drawing from disciplines such as sociology, anthropology, and history. The new staff of this independent kitchen will be producing more and more novel book reviews.
Forerunners, especially those East Asian STS network founding members and the early EASTS editorial, advisory, and book review boards, have for more than a decade made relentless efforts to promote an open-minded and glamorously imagined East Asian STS community. They have enabled this loosely defined community to grow, to communicate more, and to develop more productive and constructive conversations than could have been possible if matters were to have been discussed solely within the context of advancing nationalist agendas among East Asian countries. Charting the cartography of East Asian STS by scholars and reviewers is sometimes challenging but always rewarding. EASTS has allowed members of the community to converse with each other beyond national and parochial boundaries.
I witnessed such a trend in the editorial conferences in Taipei in 2007 Taipei in , 2009 Taipei in , and 2012 ; in the admirable 4S receptions in Montreal, Washington, DC, Tokyo, and Cleveland; as well as gatherings at the 2016 Society for the History of Technology meeting in Singapore. I saw at these events the energy and synergy created by these borderless East Asian STSers, as well as by open-minded scholars from across the world. I benefited intellectually and identified more strongly with this inclusive community by participating in these meetings and gatherings. As the convener of the 2016-18 book review board, I hope to contribute to a vibrant and liberal community by working with our nine brilliant book review editors on providing a treasure trove of fantastic book reviews as this community moves forward with new works and ideas.
